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Mission
Hope CommUnity Center is dedicated to the empowerment of Central Floridaʼs immigrant and working 

poor communities through education, advocacy and spiritual growth.

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and the Diocese of Orlando founded the Office For Farmworker 
Ministry in Apopka in 1971. In 2007, after decades of dreaming, Hope CommUnity Center, formerly, 
OFFM, opened its doors. The beautiful building is the visible sign of 
HCCʼs presence and desire to bring together diverse people and 
cultures working for peace in the community and the world.

After the Fortieth Anniversary celebration in 2011, the Sisters 
commented, “There have been many successes in the community, 
but the greatest successes have been the changes in our hearts as 
we dealt with so many difficult community  issues. We have learned 
the importance of community and each other. We have 
strengthened our faith in a God of Goodness who cares for all of us, 
each in a special way.  We know now that it is the responsibility  of each 
of us to create a just world and to care for those around us. Let us go forward with the desire to            
re-energize ourselves to put those values weʼve learned into practice in new and creative ways. In that 
way, we will continue the legacy of BUILDING COMMUNITY AND ENRICHING LIVES.”
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Honoring the Past, Continuing the Legacy, Ensuring the Future

Full time Staff: Beatrice Beardsworth, Michael Cantillo, Minerva Colon, Maria Desangles, Lynn Devanie, 
Laura Firtel, Sr. Gail Grimes, Sr. Ann Kendrick, Nilka Melendez, Sr. Maureen White Part time Staff: Abel 
Cortez, Karen Moran, Miriam Osorio, Olivia Reyes, Anabel Romero, Volunteer Staff: Mary Carroll, Eli 
Garcia, Gilbert LeBron.
In 2011-2012, thirty-one Notre Dame AmeriCorps and other volunteers extended the hearts and hands to 
the HCC community.

Hope CommUnity Center  Staff

EDUCATION ADVOCACY
SPIRITUAL GROWTH



The work of the Hope CommUnity Center has been supported for over forty years, thanks to the 
generosity of donors or investors like yourselves.  Perhaps, it is an individual’s story that touches you and 
makes you grateful that HCC is here to help build community and change lives. Whatever the reason is 
for your genrosity of spirit, we at Hope CommUnity Center are grateful to each of you and for the growth 
we witness. Each day we see individuals and families feel empowered. We want you to know that in the 
last fiscal year, we have helped make our community and its members stronger by:
 
•Serving over 56 families through our Nurturing Parenting Program where adults and children learn to 

communicate and work together to create a nurturing environment for family members to grow and 
thrive.  
•Helping 105 individuals prepare for the citizenship exam – 97 passed.
•Removing barriers to communication and learning as 418 enrolled in ESOL, and Adult Ed classes.
•Growing our Youth Group to over 85 teenagers (ages 13 to 18).  Helping 91 individuals prepare for 

their GED exams to get their high school equivalency diploma.
•Providing educational support to 305 middle and high school students and helping 269 students 

through the Career and College Access Program.  
•Connecting 1,559 individuals and families with our Social Services program to help them apply for 

food stamps, unemployment, Medicaid and referrals for other needed services such as health care. 
•Providing Service Learning experiences to 251students from 13 universities and colleges in the US.
•Providing 400 hours of individual counseling to community members.
•Providing sliding scale immigration services to over 300 people.
•Offering summer camps for 200 youth participants lead by 42 counselors from Youth Group and 

Workforce Group.
•Celebrating Hope’s 31st Annual Toy sale offering low-income families an opportunity to buy toys 

and gifts for their children at greatly reduced prices.
•Offering the opportunity to 85 teenages to attend Peace Camp to enjoy swimming, performing, 

dreaming,  and learning with each other.
•Awarding $25,000 to top 10 students who met rigorous requirements as well as having to do 

personal interviews with Board members.
•Providing 200 turkeys and three hundred bags of food to families for Thanksgiving Day.      
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2011-2012 Revenue $836,659

Grants- $438,111
Diocesan Subsidy- $145,000
General Donations- $111,596
Fundraising Events- $19,428
Program Income- $111,804
Miscellaneous- $10,720
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Salaries- $394,739
Fringe Benefits- $120,193 
Occupancy- $52,731
Office Expenses- $42,885
Travel- $25,542
Program Expenses- $78,330

2011-2012 Expenses $714,420



Building CommUnity Through
Mutual Relationships of Service

A Few of Our Offerings

Jean Bauman, Business Owner
Mary Carroll, Springside Counseling Center
Patricia Dewar, Co-owner Dewarʼs Nursery
Arcadio Espinosa, Landscape Business Owner
Linda Landman Gonzalez, VP Community  
" Relations, Orlando Magic
Robert McIntosh, Attorney

Jean Siegfried, Retired Business Owner
Linda Ley-Siemer, Educational Consultant
Giorgina Pineda-Rolan, Gio Communications
Roxanne Rose, General Manger, Jackson Hewitt
Maggie Woods, Retired Principal
Dora Casanova Nelson, CEO/Publisher La Prensa

Hope CommUnity Center Board of Directors 2011-2012

“Even if we are different we are all together.” Youth
“I learned it is never too late to continue your education.” Adult Learner

“The ʻMomʼs Literacy Classʼ gave us tools to help us not get overwhelmed.” Mom
“We youth are a family; we are fighters and we will be somebody.” Youth

“I hope people know how much my scholarship has changed my life. I have my degree now. I 
am ready to move on, but I will never forget that gift. I am committed to making an impact on 

society so the gift of my education wonʼt end.” Graduate, Trinity University


