1016 North Park Avenue, Apopka, FL 32712 p.407.880.4673 f.407.464.0854 www.hcc-offm.org

2012-2013 Annual Report
Hope CommUnity Center is a service learning community dedicated to the empowerment
of the Central Florida’s immigrant and working poor communities through education,
advocacy and spiritual growth. Be sure to see our new website at hcc-offm.org.

A MESSAGE FROM FOUNDERS
SR. GAIL GRIMES AND SR. ANN KENDRICK
Dear Friends, Colleagues and Supporters,
We have had an amazing year of solid work in the
working poor community of immigrants, farmworkers and
other working poor families in Central Florida. We are truly
blessed to be able to do this work. God has blessed us with an
incredible team who works from the heart with great passion, creativity, ﬂexibility and vision. We are
daily restoring the broken beloved community fostering connections, creating conditions where
marginalized and oppressed people can experience their value, grow community connections and feel
empowered for the personal and social transformation for which this world so longs. Thank you for
being our partners in this core work of justice and peace. Thank you for believing in us and our
mission.
Gratefully,
Sr. Ann Kendrick and Sr. Gail Grimes

MISSION
SSC WELCOMES
SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

BUILDING COMMUNITY ENRICHING LIVES

EDUCATION

ADVOCACY

•

103 people took the US Naturalization exam; 95% passed.

•

HCC tutored over 500 students in area elementary, middle and high
schools. Of the 75 high school seniors with whom we worked, 97%
graduated.

•

527 adults attended GED, ESL, Basic Literacy or Citizenship classes.

•

Teaching the importance of “giving back,” 76 middle and high school
students performed service projects in our community.

•

216 youth participated in summer camps; about 175 as campers and
the others as counselors where they worked as a team, developed
their leadership skills, and provided an essential community service.

•

14 students earned over $25,000 in HCC Scholarships.

•

HCC provided 360 hours of individual counseling to community
members.

•

The Sin Fronteras Youth Group serves about 100 students weekly
during the school year.

•

HCC provided 3,112 individuals with social services.

•

414 volunteers provided 65,000 hours of service to HCC.

Hope CommUnity Staff 2012-1013

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Fulltime Staff: Beatrice Beardsworth, Michael Cantillo, Minerva Colon,
Maria Desangles, Lynn Devanie, Laura Firtel, Sr. Gail Grimes, Sr. Ann
Kendrick, Nilka Melendez, Sr. Maureen White
Parttime Staff: Abel
Cortez, Karen Moran, Miriam Osorio, Olvia Reyes, Anabel Romero
Volunteer Staff: Mary Carroll, Eli Garcia, Gilbert LeBron
In 2012-2013, thirty-one Notre Dame AmeriCorps and other volunteers
extended their hearts and hands to the HCC community.

A letter to Youth Director,
Nilka Melendez . . .

Staff, board
members and volunteers
at First Hearts & Hope
Luncheon
I don’t just like the group. I

BUILDING COMMUNITY ENRICHING LIVES
•

HCC served 29 families that completed the two thirteen week
Nurturing Family Program where they explored their lives as individuals
and as family members, and learned ways to communicate better and
live more peaceful and harmonious lives. 84% of parents and 92% of
teens who took the pre and post-test demonstrated increased
knowledge and capacity for empathy, communication, parent/child
roles and appropriate forms of discipline.

•

198 students were served in the College and Career Access Program.
70% of the high school seniors with whom we worked are enrolled in
college or technical program.

•

HCC provided encouragement and technical support to help over 200
teenagers and young adults seeking Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrival (DACA) status.

•

HCC served over 500 families, helping them to provide gifts for their
children during the holidays through the 32nd annual Hope CommUnity
Center Christmas Toy Sale.

•

HCC provided Service Learning experiences to 260 students from 14
universities and colleges in the US.

•

HCC provided 200+ turkeys and 300+ bags of food to families for
Thanksgiving Day.

love everyting we do and
everything about it. I have
learned to be a better me and to
not be afraid of expressing who I
am. You inspire me in all the
meetings and this weekend I
learned what solidarity is and I
enjoy being a part of the group.
I like helping people, talking to
them and discovering myself.
Thank you.
Belinda Deslouches
Sin Fronteras Youth

HCC’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jean Bauman, Business Owner
Mary Carroll, Springside Counseling
Linda Landman-Gonzalez, VP Community
Relations, Orlando Magic
Robert McIntosh, Attorney
Jean Siegfried, Retired Business Owner
Linda Ley-Siemer, EducationalConsultant
Giorgina Pineda-Rolan, GIO Communications

Roxanne Rose, General Manager,
Jackson Hewitt
Susan Stacy, Attorney
Betsy Swart, Professor, University of
Southern California
Maggie Woods, Retired School Principal

A Message to Our Supporters….
Thanks to you, the work of the Hope CommUnity Center (HCC) has been sustained for over forty years.
We are grateful to you because you have invested and partnered with us to empower our community.
The dividend on your investment takes many forms. It may be a student who received tutoring and is
now succeeding academically. Perhaps it is a family that was helped through our parenting program or a
youth who struggled to find acceptance and now feels empowered to become a youth leader.
HCC is more than a building. It is a place where compassionate hearts come together to serve others and in
turn, learn from those we serve.
Our programs and services are successful, but they often remind us of the work that is yet to be
accomplished. Please join us as we work together to create a community of peace…where everyone has an
equal voice.
To arrange a tour, please call me at 407 880-4673.
Sincerely,

Michael Cantillo,Director of Development

