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A Message from Hope’s 
Leadership Team and Staff
Dear Friends,
This past year has been an amazing one for 
Hope CommUnity Center. Our staff, Ameri-
Corps members, and volunteers are working 
daily to build a beloved community where 
members of Central Florida’s immigrant and 
working poor communities are valued, sup-
ported, and enriched. Here at Hope, people 
feel empowered to work for the personal and 
social transformation so badly needed in this 
world. 

More than 80 high schoolers attend our Sin 
Fronteras youth group each week. “This is 
a place where I feel accepted and loved...a 
place to belong,” they say. “I found my voice 
here,” one of the girls shared. “I discovered 
who I really am.” At the close of a year in 
the Moms’ Literacy group, 12 women from the community shared with pride — in 
English — the booklets they had created to share their lives and struggles through 
words and pictures. Youth and adults in other classes show their commitment to 
education by their faithful attendance and hard work. 

The coming year presents many opportunities. As we grow, the Leadership Team is engaged in a process to ensure 
that we stay focused on our mission of community building and empowerment. Our staff has expanded and some 
programs have transitioned to new leadership after long-term directors have retired or gone on to new ventures. 
Strong leadership is in place to carry into the future the spirit, mission and values of Hope CommUnity Center.

Thank you for being partners with us on this journey of hope and faith!

Gratefully,
The Leadership Team

Hope CommUnity Center 
Board of Directors 2013-2014
Jean Bauman, Business Owner
Mary Carroll, LMHC
Linda Landman-Gonzalez, VP Community Relations, Orlando Magic
Linda Ley-Siemer, Educational Consultant
Robert McIntosh, Attorney
Jean Siegfried, Retired Business Owner
Giorgina Pinedo-Rolón, GIO Communications
Roxanne Rose, General Manager, Jackson Hewitt
Susan Stacy, Attorney
Betsy Swart, Professor, University of Southern California
Flor Tovar, FLOR Foundation
Maggie Woods, Retired School Principal

Beatrice Beardsworth
Michael Cantillo
Ely Castillo
Minerva Colon
Abel Cortez
David Crump
Lynn Devanie
Laura Firtel
Eli Garcia
Sr. Gail Grimes
Sr. Ann Kendrick
Lauren McLellan

Nilka Melendez
Jose Luis Marantes
Roxana Martel
Karen Moran
Sr. Maureen White
Anabel Romero
Olivia Reyes

Our 30 full-time Notre 
Dame AmeriCorps 
(NDA) members also 
extended their hearts 
and hands to our com-
munity. Four of these 
served as HCC staff. 

Hope Staff 2013-2014
(Includes partial year staff)
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550 adults 
attended GED, ESL, 
and Citizenship classes. 

293 youth
attended Summer KIDS Camp 
and Peace Camp.

600+ students 
were tutored in area classrooms 
and after-school programs.

52,000 hours
of service to the community were 
provided by our AmeriCorps team.

250 people
took part in Service Learning 
immersions, including participants 
from universities, private organizations, 
and HCC staff, board, and volunteers.

100+ high school youth
participated in Sin Fronteras group, learning 
leadership skills and performing service projects.

5 community-building retreats
for staff and AmeriCorps were facilitated by internation-
al and local experts in team and community building.

Building Community. Enriching Lives.
Some Accomplishments from 2013–2014

Seminole State College has provided full scholarships and  tuition waivers for 
12 immigrant students who recently gained legal residency status through the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. These scholarships are 
offered in partnership with Hope CommUnity Center, which helped identify the 
recipients. The DACA scholarship students at Seminole have a combined aver-
age of 3.43. HCC is proud of our students!

In July of 2014, Agostina Bellini received her Associate in Arts degree magna 
cum laude from Seminole and is now attending UCF. Another of our scholars, Eli 

Garcia, who works full time at Hope CommUnity Center, will complete her Associate in Arts in December, 2014 
and plans to attend UCF to earn a degree in social work. "When I was a little girl in Mexico,” says Eli, “one of my 
dreams was to own a pair of sandals. My dream has changed. Now, my dream is to finish college, be the first gen-
eration in my family to earn a college degree and be a professional.” 

Scholarships and Success for Hope’s DACA “Dreamers” 

Agostina 
Bellini Eli Garcia

6000 people 
received 
services 

from 
HCC staff &

our 
860 

volunteers

200 students
received academic counseling 

from our College 
and Career Access Program.

40 families
completed HCC’s 

Nurturing Family Program.

400 families
purchased gifts for 

their children at greatly 
reduced prices at our annual 

Christmas Toy Sale.

70 adults & youth
from our community 

participated in our advisory 
boards, including leadership 

training & support.

280 hours
of mental health counseling 

were provided  to community members.

200 teenagers & young adults
were assisted in applying for and receiving 
legal status through the Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) process.
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A Message to Our Supporters
Thanks to you, the work of Hope CommUnity Center (HCC) has continued building community and 
enriching lives for over forty years. Our achievements are possible because of our dedicated Board of 
Directors, staff, donors, volunteers, and community partners...and you. We are grateful to you because 
you have invested and partnered with us to empower our community.  

Our financials are strong and we are continually building long term financial capacity. We are good 
stewards of your money and are proud to say that 82 cents of every dollar received went to programs, 
which demonstrates how we maximize resources for our community and mission. A copy of our audit 
will be provided upon request.

Revenue and Expenses for Fiscal Year 2013–2014

Hope CommUnity Center is a service learning community 
dedicated to the empowerment of Central Florida’s immigrant and working poor 

communities through education, advocacy and spiritual growth.

2013-14 Revenue $997,793 2013-14 Expenses $899,312
u Donations from Individuals 
    & Corporations     $335,067
u Diocesan Subsidy  160,000
u Grants                     450,540
u Program Income      52,186

u Program    $740,553
u Fundraising       65,000
u Administration          93,762

Donations from 
Individuals & 
Corporations
34%

Grants 
45%

Diocesan 
Subsidy 16%

Program 
Income 5% Administration  

11%
Fundraising 

7%

Program  
82%


